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that amazement of the people are very groundless?
and raised only from their own folly and igno-
rance.

For as to the importance of them to human
affairs, the truth is, AH, and you are to be unde-
ceived in that point, they have no import or signifi-
cation at all, other than that1 sometimes, by their
near approach to the earth, and by their attraction,
or by their dissipation of moist vapours, they occa-
sion sometimes great drought, and insupportable
heat; and at other times, distilling great and un-
usual rains, by condensing, in an extraordinary man-
ner, the vapours which by their acquired heat they
have exhaled.

Ali was surprised at this account; and being en-
couraged to speak, he replied, But what shall I an-
swer to my people, who expect great things from
me ? I have often satisfied them in like difficulties,
but when I shall come to tell them that it signifies
nothing at all, that it is only the effect of a natural
cause, and is of no import more than an ordinary
star, they will stone me, and say that Heaven never
hangs out such signals without some signification ;
that I only impose upon them, because I am igno-
rant, and do not understand the motions and inti-
mations of the heavenly bodies, or how the affairs of
this world are influenced by them.

O Ali, O Albrahazen, highly favoured! said the
apparition ; I will instruct thee then how to prevent
thy being despised by the elders of thy people, on
condition that thou wilt now, and on all occasions,
give ear to my instructions, and follow those rules
that I shall set thee.

To this he readily assented, and made such assur-
ances as were satisfactory to the spectre. Go then,
says the vision, and warn thy nation that this fiery
meteor portends an excessive drought and famine ;
for know thou, that by the strong exhaling the va-